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Per the Special Requirements section of RFA-AG-08-007, below is additional information for applicants who wish to use the Census Bureau as the data collection agency for another interview of the National Long-Term Care Survey.  The below cost estimate is based on Census' prior experience with the NLTCS.  The actual division of work between the Census Bureau and the applicant's organization is negotiable.  This latitude in how the work is shared or divided should allow the applicant to propose an efficient methodological approach that taps into the abilities and expertise of their organization as well as those of the Census Bureau.   And, of course, any new survey design would have an impact on Census' projected costs which could end up being higher or lower than those currently estimated.  Direct negotiations to finalize this estimated budget would take place after a funding decision is made by the NIA.
Prepared by the U.S. Census Bureau for RFA-AG-08-007
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The U.S. Census Bureau has collected the survey data for the National Long-Term Care Survey (NLTCS) since its inception in 1982.  After the initial round, the Census Bureau conducted the NLTCS in 1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, and most recently in 2004.  In the event the Census Bureau is asked to serve as the data collection agent for the next round of the NLTCS, we are providing the National Institute on Aging (NIA) cost estimates that can be shared with applicants bidding on the project.  These estimates are based on survey protocols used by the Census Bureau in conducting prior rounds of the NLTCS.   If the awarded institution decides to have the Census Bureau participate in this effort, we will need to generate new cost estimates based on the specific plans included in the applicant’s application. 

It is important to note that the Census Bureau will be implementing a moratorium on data collection activities during the months surrounding the 2010 Census of Population and Housing.  This moratorium is effective January 1, 2010 through September 30, 2010.  The Census Bureau will not be able to start data collection activities on the NLTCS until the end of the moratorium. 

Although the attached cost estimates reflect data collection in FY 2009 we would be unlikely to develop an instrument in time to field the survey in 2009.  Ideally, the Census Bureau would need approximately 20-25 months to program and field-test a Blaise instrument prior to the onset of data collection activities.  

We estimate the cost of conducting the next round of the NLTCS at  $12,500,000.  This estimate does not include the cost of working with Duke University to obtain consent from respondents who had participated in prior rounds of the NLTCS.  

These costs and assumptions are summarized as follows:

1. Program Management and Coordination costs are estimated at $2,100,000.

This estimate includes working with the sponsor to determine the specifics of the survey design, the schedule, and survey requirements including deliverables.   This work includes coordinating all activities involving the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, the Office of Management and Budget, and any other federal agencies involved with this project.

In addition to coordination activities, this estimate includes all survey management activities including planning, data collection, and data processing.  Specifically, these tasks include the following:  determining questionnaire content, creating instrument specifications, testing and evaluating the instrument testing, developing training packages, participating in interviewer training, monitoring data collection, reviewing data, managing budget, and addressing ad hoc concerns throughout the survey process.  
2. SAS Programming costs are estimated at $925,000.

This estimate includes all programming work required to select the NLTCS sample, develop the sample control input file required for CAPI interviewing, post-data collection processing, and producing a SAS file for delivery to the awardee institution.  Please note, as in prior rounds the post-data collection processing includes limited data cleaning and does not include programming costs associated with weighting the data.

3. Sampling and Statistical Support are estimated at $900,000.

This estimate includes developing sampling specifications, weighting specifications, reviewing weighting output, providing a source and accuracy statement, and design a reinterview plan to ensure data quality.

4. Instrument Authoring and CAPI Systems Related Operations are estimated at $2,900,000.  

These costs include the development of a computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI) survey instrument in Blaise and the development of a case management and regional office control systems for a Blaise instrument.  

5. The Field costs associated with conducting an NLTCS pretest are estimated at $225,000.

The purpose of this pretest is to fully test the NLTCS Blaise instrument, interviewer training, and data collection procedures in a controlled setting prior to implementation nationally. This pretest fulfills the Census Bureau’s pretest requirements for any new questions added to the survey.  

6. Interviewer and Supervisor Training costs are estimated at  $1,200,000.

This estimate is based on the following assumptions:

· 550 interviewers and 100 replacement interviewers

· 5-hour self-study and a 3-day classroom training

· 54 total interviewer training sessions (12 trainees per session)

· Training site fees

· Print and mail interviewer training materials to 54 training sessions

· Census Bureau will prepare all training materials for interviewers and supervisors (either by self or with input from NLTCS awardee institution)

· Census Bureau will host a 2-day classroom “survey conference” for supervisors, the NLTCS awardee institution, and any interested NIH sponsors

7. 
Interviewing costs are estimated at  $3,800,000

This estimate is based on the following assumptions:

· 21,000 screener cases at 15 minutes per case

· 7,500 detailed interviews at 3 hours per case, which includes travel time to/from respondent

· 30 miles per case (mileage costs)

· 500 field interviewers and 50 supervisory field interviewers 

· Laptop CAPI survey instrument programmed in Blaise
· 1,200 data quality control “re-interview” cases (90% conducted by telephone and remaining 10% in person)

· 15 minutes per telephone interview and 60 minutes per “in person” interview

8. Reinterview costs are estimate at $50,000.


This estimate is based on the following assumptions
· 550 interviewers and 100 replacement interviewers

· 5-hour self-study and a 3-day classroom training

· 54 total interviewer training sessions (12 trainees per session)

· Training site fees

· Print and mail interviewer training materials to 54 training sessions

· Census Bureau will prepare all training materials for interviewers and supervisors (either by self or with input from NLTCS awardee institution)

· Census Bureau will host a 2-day classroom “survey conference” for supervisors, the NLTCS awardee institution, and any interested NIH sponsors

9. Infrastructure fees are estimated at $400,000.

This estimate includes the awardee institution’s share of the cost of securing and maintaining laptops used by Census Bureau field representatives during data collection as well as various IT infrastructure costs required to support data collection activities.


